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CHAPTER 5 - LINEAR FUNCTIONS 5.1 ~ SLOPE & RATE OF CHANGE

Horizontal
The table shows the horizontal and vertical Distance

distances from the base of the mountain at
several poles along the path of a ski lift. The
poles are connected by cable. Between which

Before you

hit the slopes, two poles is the cable's path the steepest?
better check the JREITACCRZITR T
steepness of the
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The slope of a line can be determined by
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The greater the absolute value of the |slope|, the __ LIWE the line.

Key Concept The Slope Formula
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The x-coordinate you use first in the denominator must belong to the same ordered
pair as the y-coordinate you use first in the numerator.
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HOW TO FIND THE SLOPE OF A LINE

So, let's say we want to find the slope of
the line that passes thru these 2 points:
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The slope of this line is: _@

=7

i3

YOUR TURN

¥| 9' x;j&

3
~

Points on the line: (-3,-4) and (4,3)
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MATHEMATICAL NOTATION
Since we are dealing with two points, and each of them have an (x,y)
coordinate, we will call the first point (x1,y1) and the second point (x2,y2).
Change is noted by the symbol A € The Greek letter “delta”
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